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Perspective  
Correction

In 1969, the Dutch artist Jan Dibbets sent 

instructions for the installation of his piece, Perspective 

Correction for the untitled exhibition that took place 

from May 19 – June 19, 1969 at Simon Fraser University 

(SFU), Vancouver, Canada, organised by Seth Siegelaub. 

James Warren Felter (in charge of art exhibitions at SFU 

in 1969 and the founder of the SFU gallery in 1971) can 

be seen, with a student assistant, installing the work.

JAN DIBBETS, PERSPECTIVE CORRECTION FOR THE 

UNTITLED EXHIBITION THAT TOOK PLACE FROM 

MAY 19 – JUNE 19, 1969 AT SIMON FRASER UNIVER-

SITY (SFU), BURNABY, VANCOUVER, CANADA, OR-

GANISED BY SETH SIEGELAUB. ALL IMAGES FROM 

THE SFU ARCHIVE VAULT: F-90–5–2–0–14

Simon Morris, March 2021

A dialectic tension 

exists in this photograph between 

the illusory depth of a traditional 

photograph and the square of 

earth that seemingly rejects its 

perspectival construction. The 

square appears to have broken 

away from its recessional space 

and floats mysteriously on the 

surface of the print. There are 

two perceptual views presented 

in the same image, the traditional 

view that is structured by camera 

technology and an irregular view 

that is manipulated by the artist. 

The photograph immediately 

raises to cognition the inherent 

nature of perspectival illusion by 

resolutely denying it and exposing 

its limitations.

The photograph 

depicts an illusion of a 

perfect square of earth 

on a playing field; a sod 

of turf has been removed 

with considerable care in 

a trapezoidal configuration 

so that when it is viewed 

through the camera lens 

it appears to be a perfect 

square. Dibbets exploits the 

objectivity of the camera 

as a recording device 

to illustrate its inherent 

conditions, the mechanics  

of representation.

The photograph is testament 

to the ambiguities that are inherent 

in the construction of illusory depth. 

Rudi Fuchs, the Dutch art historian 

and curator referred to these series of 

photographs by Dibbets as: ‘exploding 

the myth that the camera doesn’t lie.’

Rudi Fuchs, ‘Spotlight: Jan Dibbets’, in Art News, 

vol. 86, September 1987, pp. 7–8.
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